
splits in two here.  After the second bridge bear left 

across the field and old Thundridge church will 

come into view.  The church was demolished in 

1853 leaving only the 15th century tower and 

Norman doorway. The old medieval moated manor 

house of Thundridgebury stood here until 1811. 

8. Go through a gate, turn right and almost 

immediately left at a stile then over another stile at 

the top of the hill. You reach a road where you turn 

left and then almost immediately right down a 'no 

through road' which turns into a bridleway.   

9. After about half a mile where the track goes right 

to Moles Farm. Turn left (there's no sign here) and 

take the footpath across the field. Halfway down 

the field there is a half hidden old footpath sign in 

a bush. Turn right here. Go across the field and 

over a footbridge, down a green lane until you 

meet another track. Go right then after about 150 

yards turn left through a gate at the footpath sign.  

Continue straight on across a driveway and 

through another gate, then a field.   

10. You have reached the edge of Ware. You will walk 

between fences emerging on Kingshill Road which 

you cross. Take the right fork following the 

footpath until you reach Milton Road. Turn left 

here then at the T Junction, the Bourne, turn left 

again. Turn right into Crib Street and at the end of 

the street walk through the churchyard and into the 

High Street by the church. You have walked from 

St. Mary's Church, Standon to St. Mary's Church, 

Ware. 

Seek refreshments, and catch the bus back to Standon 

from the stop just past the Library. Get off the bus at 

the Heron, Standon. Cross the A120 at the pedestrian 

crossing and walk down Standon High Street to the 

church where you began your walk. 

Length of Walk 8 miles, 2 1/2 to 3 hours. 

Take a look at www.walkinginherts.co.uk for 

guided walks, books and leaflets of walks. 

Refreshments in Ware 

The Tap Bar, High Street 

(OK for dogs) 

Open Mon – Sat 8.30am – 11.00pm 

                     Sun  9.30am – 11.00pm 

Coffee Bar, Amwell End 

Open Mon – Sat  8.00am – 3.00pm 

Baguetterie, High Street 

Open Mon – Sat 8.30-3.00pm 

Sunflowers, Amwell End 

Open Mon – Fri 9.00 –4.30pm 

                     Sat 8.30am – 3.30pm 

There are also many pubs and restaurants opening 

later in the day for lunch and dinner. 

 

Bus Times 

Arriva Service 331 to Standon 

Leaves from outside Ware Library, High Street at 

the following times: 

Mon – Fri 

9.10,  11.10, 12.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.10, 17.24, 

18.10, 19.10 

Sat  

9.10, 11.10, 12.10, 13.10, 15.10, 16.10, 18.10 

To check bus times ring the Intalink Traveline on 

0870 6082 608 

PARISH 

PATHS 

PARTNERSHIP 

A Breakfast Walk  

Standon to Ware 
(and return by bus) 

Hertfordshire Rural Transport Partnership  



Route of Walk A Breakfast Walk to Ware 

What could be a better start to the day than an 

early morning walk through woods and fields 

watching the sun rise over the Rib Valley, a hearty 

breakfast in Ware and a fifteen minute bus ride 

back to where you started from? This combination 

of walk, refreshments and transport home can be 

done at any time of day of course, but there's 

something particularly special about the hour of 

sunrise. 

This leaflet gives details of the walk, places to eat 

in Ware and current bus times. Ring Intalink 

Traveline on 0870 608 2 608 to check times. 

1. Start at St. Mary's Church, Standon, famous for 

having  a tower separate from the church. Facing 

the church go right then right again down Paper 

Mill Lane past the Standon Pudding Stone to Paper 

Mill House. A watermill has stood here since 

Domesday, and in the 19th century the thin paper 

used for bibles was made here. Cross the 

footbridge over the River Rib, watching out for 

kingfishers as you do so, as well as crayfish and 

trout in the river.  

2. Turn left at the footpath sign through a gate and 

walk across the field with the river on your left.  

You draw near to a steep hill on your right, where 

you can still see the terraces that were used in the 

early middle ages to grow crops. Continue to a 

wooden kissing gate, go through, across the drive 

to Standon Lordship. Look to your left and you can 

see the entrance to the Lordship built by Sir Ralph 

Sadleir, Henry Vlll’s Ambassador to Scotland, in 

1546. Queen Elizabeth stayed here twice. Go 

straight ahead through a gate and pass by the pond. 

On your right are water meadows known as Wych 

Marsh on old maps where watercress used to be 

grown, and where cricket bat willows now thrive.  

Herons frequent this spot. 

3. Go through a five barred gate and onto the bridge 

over the Rib and follow the path around to the left 

until you come to a bridleway crossroads where 

you turn right up the hill to Latchford. On the other 

side of the hill when you reach the houses  go 

straight along the tarmac road with the river on you 

right and you will come to gates to Arches Hall on 

your left and a bridge on your right.  

4. Continue straight on following the river until you 

come to a footpath sign to the left to Great Barwick 

(bridleway 58). The path enters woodland after a 

while and in spring there are many cowslips and 

violets here. All through these woods are remains 

of old ammunition stores used during the second 

world war. A gunpowder factory was established at 

Barwick in the 1880's. Continue along the path 

through the woods until you come to a road. 

5. Turn right at the road past Little Barwick Farm and 

over the footbridge over the Rib and turn left at 

footpath sign 62 to High Cross and Thundridge.  

Follow the path through the farmyard and bear left 

up a track. Turn right after about a quarter of a 

mile - there are log seats on your right. Shortly 

afterwards bear left at a footpath sign (don't go into 

the wood). Follow the hedge straight on  where 

there is another log seat. 

6. Here you should beware low flying aircraft taking 

off and landing at the tiny Thundridge airport 

which you will see on your right. Ignore the track 

on the right to the airport, and when you get to 

farm buildings turn left at the bridleway T 

junction. In the woodland on your right you should 

be able to see mounds or tumuli in which Roman 

spears, pottery and glass were found in the 18th 

and 19th centuries. 

7. At the next footpath sign leave the track where it 

bears left and go straight on. Go over a stile and 

then at another stile turn right into a field which is 

part of Fabdens, a 15th century hall house. You 

will cross two footbridges over the Rib, as the river 


